
Argumentative Essay on the United States’ Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb 
 
Prompt 
In June and July of 1945 the US government and the President had to decide whether to use 
a new invention: the atomic bomb. Given what you have learned about the conflict between 
the US and Japan in World War II, should the US have dropped the atomic bombs on Japan? 
 
Length 
Your argumentative essay will be a minimum of three pages and a maximum of four pages, 
not counting the works cited page. It must have a minimum of five paragraphs, including: the 
introduction, three body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 
 
Citations 
Please use at least six of the sources provided to you. Include both in text citations and a 
works cited page (not counted as part of the 3-4 pages). 
 
Format 
Please use 12 point font and double space your essay.  Include a proper heading and title for 
the paper. See MLA research guide. 
 
Plagiarism 
Papers must be your own work. In addition to properly citing sources, your paper must be 
submitted to turnitin to be graded. 
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