Excerpt of the “Funeral Oration” by Pericles

As recorded by Thucydides in the History of the Peloponnesian War
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Background Points on Pericles

° Pericles (4907-429 B.C.) was a Greek politician who was eader in Athens during the

period of Athenian democracy.

°  His name is usually used to represent the golden period of Athenian history just prior to the
Peloponnesian War.

°  Note that it was under his leadership that a number of Athenian landmarks were constructed, most
notably the Parthenon, built between 447 and 432 B.C.
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class but on the grounds of excellence alone And as we give free play to all in our 7 \g\rzﬁ
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publrc hfe SO we carry the same spirit into our daily relations with one another. We o

have no black looks or angry words for our nerghbor if he enjoys himself in his own

way, and we even abstain from little acts of churlrshnes that, though they do no

. e LA
Lo

mortal damage, leave hurt feelings in their wake. Open and tolerant in our prlvate
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. \;l 3 lives, in our publrc affairs we keep w1th1n the law We acknowledge the restraint of ©
é w2 ; reverence; we are obedrent to those in authorlty and to the laws, especially to those

e S it N

9 ISR - that give protection to the oppressed and those unwritten laws of the heart whose ok L

-

brings admitted shame. . ..”

Source: Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, trans. Rex Warner (London:
Penguin, 1972),

Pecicles has a Vers pos(Five view
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