
A Veteran Teacher’s Lessons: Virtual Reality Field Trips for Your Classrooms 

 

Virtual Reality (VR) field trips provide exciting educational experiences for students, whether you're 

teaching kids in a virtual classroom or a real one.  In my last year of teaching, my social studies students 

took VR visits to iconic World War II locations, met a Syrian refugee in a Jordanian refugee camp, 

explored coral reefs, and learned about Cuban dance.  

Preparation for VR field trips was easy. Since many of my students already had smartphones, the 

investment in a VR lab was relatively cheap. The goggles are inexpensive, about $6 a pair. They are made 

of cardboard and contain two lenses. Smartphones are placed inside the goggles, allowing students to 

experience a powerful three-dimensional environment with the inexpensive VR viewers. It's not as 

powerful, but you can have students simply access VR field trips on their computers or tablets, too.  

 
 

 

The Google Expeditions website provides educational VR field trips. The App, downloaded on 

smartphones, is free. Teachers serve as field trip guides. For example, I showed my students eight 

panoramic scenes from World War II. We viewed a 360-degree photo of Pearl Harbor, while I explained 

the Japanese surprise attack on December 7th. Students entered a museum dedicated to the Tuskegee 

Airmen, visited the beaches at Normandy for D-Day, and walked among the monuments and statues of 

the Hiroshima Memorial Peace Park.  

The still images were educational, but my students found Virtual Reality videos more powerful and 

engaging. There are a number of excellent VR video Apps useful for the classroom, including: The New 

York Times VR, The Discovery Channel 360 degree videos on YouTube, and Within. 

On the Within App I found a poignant VR story of a 12-year-old Syrian refugee, Sidra, living in a 

Jordanian refugee camp. In Clouds Over Sidra our young narrator takes us on a tour her world, her tent, 

classroom, and refugee camp. Most importantly, students hear Sidra’s hopes and dreams in her own 

words.  

https://www.amazon.com/Cardboard-Topmaxions-Virtual-Reality-Compatible/dp/B01C2PA0KK/ref=asc_df_B01C2PA0KK/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=194017009123&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=13179297557862939577&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9032061&hvtargid=pla-315259850313&psc=1
https://edu.google.com/expeditions/#about
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/28/learning/lesson-plans/teaching-with-nyt-virtual-reality-across-subjects.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/28/learning/lesson-plans/teaching-with-nyt-virtual-reality-across-subjects.html
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLiCk2I6PXl5qm0CTvO6zXt3k33GTmcIvk
https://www.with.in/
https://www.with.in/
https://www.with.in/watch/clouds-over-sidra/


Students wearing the goggles were riveted by this video. The VR experience brought them into Sidra’s 

world in a way that other mediums could not. After they watched the VR video, students discussed the 

experience with a partner, answering questions from the Clouds Over Sidra discussion guide I designed. 

After partners talked, we had a class wide discussion with questions I projected from the Clouds Over 

Sidra slideshow. I also had my students read a 2015 Associated Press article, Refugee Tent Camp for 
Syrians Grows into a Busy Jordanian City. This deepened their understanding of the Syrian refugee crisis. 

This experience convinced me of the power of VR in a classroom setting. For my next lesson, I asked 

students to find a short VR video with an educational purpose and to design a discussion guide. Students 

found an array of VR videos from exploring coral reefs to learning about the history of Cuban dance. 

There was a lot of excitement as students shared their VR discoveries with classmates. You can see their 

enthusiasm in a short video I made, Take a Virtual Field Trip.   

For teachers, the smartphone has introduced a level of distraction in our classrooms, especially when it 

comes to student texting and social media. However, you can make powerful educational use of all those 

small screens in your classrooms by taking Virtual Reality field trips with your students. 

  

 

 

http://daveforrest.net/veteranlessons/cloudsoversidra.pdf
http://daveforrest.net/veteranlessons/clouds-over-sidra.pptx
http://daveforrest.net/veteranlessons/clouds-over-sidra.pptx
http://daveforrest.net/veteranlessons/1jordan-refugeecityarticle-.pdf
http://daveforrest.net/veteranlessons/1jordan-refugeecityarticle-.pdf
https://www.conservation.org/stories/virtual-reality/valens-reef
https://www.with.in/watch/a-history-of-cuban-dance/
http://daveforrest.net/veteranlessons/take-a-virtual-field-trip1.html

