
Democrats  “Testing the Waters” for 2016  
 
It is hard to imagine that Democrats are already “testing the waters” for the Presidential 
election of 2016. Imagine that you are a top political leader in the Democratic Party. Each 
of the three Democratic Party members below has submitted a resume to you for 
evaluation. They are trying to see if top party leaders might support their bid for the 2016 
Presidential election.  Evaluate each candidate and then cast your vote in the “invisible 
primary, by picking one of the three below. Be prepared to explain why. 
  
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
 
Strengths ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Weaknesses ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Joseph Biden 
 
Strengths ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Weaknesses ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Julian Castro 
 
Strengths ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Weaknesses ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
My Vote in the “Invisible Primary” is for  _____________________________. 
 



Republicans  “Testing the Waters” for 2016  
 
It is hard to imagine that Republicans are already “testing the waters” for the Presidential 
election of 2016. Imagine that you are a top political leader in the Republican Party. Each 
of the three Republican Party members below has submitted a resume to you for 
evaluation. They are trying to see if top party leaders might support their bid for the 2016 
Presidential election.  Evaluate each candidate and then cast your vote in the “invisible 
primary, by picking one of the three below. Be prepared to explain why. 
  
Chris Christie 
 
Strengths ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Weaknesses ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Marco Rubio 
 
Strengths ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Weaknesses ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Rand Paul 
 
Strengths ____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Weaknesses ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
My Vote in the “Invisible Primary” is for  _____________________________. 


